There are always lots of so called experts that will be keen to give you advice and horror
stories about self-building. Treat them with caution. This is your dream home, and there are
plenty of good news stories too about builds that have gone well — these just don’t make the
headlines.

There are lots of professionals like architects, planners, and structural engineers to name only
a few who even before you start your project will take a large percentage of your budget, but
9/10 times you can usually do some of this ground work yourself. Consider going to a
company that offers the whole service, from planning permission to full build in house. It’s all
about asking questions. Pick up the phone to the local planning office, building inspector or a
company like ourselves.It’s all free advice and you shouldn’t have to pay a penny.

Remember, when buying a timber frame, it is just that, the frame. It is not the finished house,
even though some will lead you to believe that. Read and re-read the small print and ask the
right questions about exactly what is in your package. And don’t pay for any timber frame
upfront. Agree to pay a percentage as a deposit, some when it is delivered to site and being

erected, and the remainder only when NHBC and building control have signed it off.

VAT: Remember self-build is VAT free, so why pay that up front only to reclaim it. Use
contractors who supply and fix — that way you hold on to your money longer to spend on
things during the build, rather than waiting to do a VAT return.

Scaffold who pays? The timber frame erectors?The brickies? The roofers? And so the list
goes on with everybody saying they didn’t price for it, leaving the customer with an an extra
bill to find out of the budget.




